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Lesson Ten: Why Can’t Women Be Preachers?  

 

Defining the Issue 

I. Today’s question is another influenced by our culture. We’re asking the question, “Why can’t women be 

preachers?”  

A. The question may be coming out of curiosity over things read/experienced in one’s own life/church.  

B. The question may also be expressing the tone of our culture of total equality between men and women 

(“Why [are you saying women] can’t be preachers?”)  

C. When it comes to this question, there’s a few things to consider in presenting the answer:  

1. Letting the Bible speak. Clearly defining the roles God has placed for men and women 

2. Explaining the difference between a change in culture, and a change in law (is what Paul 

commanded merely cultural, or is it a law/command that applies to all cultures?)  

3. Providing ample evidence that the work of women in the service of God is active (though women 

are not permitted to preach, that doesn’t make them inferior nor unnecessary to the work of God) 

 

II. Part of the women’s movement that has taken place is establishing a premise that women can do everything 

that men can do.  

A. While there are certainly some benefits to our culture’s perception of women (opportunities, work 

environment, pay, etc.), you can’t help but see how the pendulum has swung the other way.   

B. It’s important, to begin, realizing God has always valued women, and used women in His service 

1. While there’s several we could point out, the genealogy of Jesus certainly shows several: Tamar 

(Matt. 1:3) Rahab and Ruth (Matt. 1:5), Bathsheba (Matt. 1:6), Mary (Matt. 1:16) 

2. In the gospel we read of women – the woman who gave two mites (LK 21), Mary and Martha (LK 

10), Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Susanna (LK 8:2-3) 

C. Whatever we read about the roles of men and women in the Bible, it by no means suggests that one is 

more important than the other, or that one is insignificant compared to the other.  

1. Women are called “fellow heirs of the glory of Christ” (1 Pet. 3:7)  

2. We are neither male nor female, but all one in Christ Jesus (Gal. 3:28)  

 

What Does the Bible Say 

I. What does the Bible say about women being preachers?  

A. There’s one verse that answers this question – 1 Timothy 2:11-12. Let’s understand a few things this verse is 

not saying:  

I HAVE A FRIEND 
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1. It is not saying that women can never teach. 

a. Eunice and Lois are commended for teaching Timothy the Scriptures (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:14-15) 

b. Women are instructed to teach the younger women (Tit. 2:3-4)  

c. When we sing, we are teaching and admonishing one another (Col. 3:16)  

d. Women are teachers, and are involved in the commission Jesus gave in Mark 16:15 

 

B. What is being addressed here is a woman “teaching” and “having authority” over a man (v. 12)  

1. These two phrases qualify and clarify each other, because to teach is to exercise (be in a role of) 

authority  

2. In every teaching situation there is a role of leadership and a role of submission.  

 

C. Women are taught to “learn quietly in submission” 

1. The word for “in silence” is found in 1 Thess. 4:11 – keep to yourself 

2. It is the teacher’s role to teach, and the student’s role to learn.  

 

D. Verse 12 makes it clear that women are excluded from the role of leadership in a local congregation. The 

reason given so points back to the creation (v. 13-14) 

1. Man was created first (v. 13). In the Genesis account, man was made first (from the dust of the 

ground), and woman was created second, from the rib of man (Gen. 2:22-23).  

a. Woman was different and complementary. She completed man – took away his loneliness.  

b. Implied from these verses is that man was given a role in his relationship with his wife – the 

position of authority/head (Gen. 3:9; Eph. 5:22-23).  

2. Adam was not deceived, but the woman was (v. 14). In fact, from the Eden scene, it was Eve who 

took on the leadership role and gave the fruit to her husband (3:6) 

a. Woman’s struggle for authority has existed from that very scene (Gen. 3:16).  

b. When it comes to the institutions God has created (home/church) woman is instructed to be in 

submission to man’s leadership.  

 

E. Saved by childbearing? (v. 15) 

1. Perhaps speaking of Eve, through whom would come the Savior.  

2. “The woman shall be saved by keeping simply and faithfully to her allotted sphere, as wife and 

mother.” 

 

F. This is similar (helps makes sense of) the teaching given in 1 Cor. 14:33-36 

1. There was a position to recognize, and speaking out in judgment about one’s prophecy put women 

in a position of authority.  

2. In the church and in the home, the position of head/authority is given by God to men.  
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G. So from these passages we can conclude that it was the teaching of Paul (inspired Apostle of the Lord) that 

women are not permitted to teach or exercise authority over a man.  

 

II. The question that rises up from this is, “How do we know this wasn’t cultural?”  

A. Paul lived in a time when women weren’t given proper treatment. His teachings were reflecting the culture 

of his time. Our culture/understanding has come a long way, and thus his teaching doesn’t apply to our 

current times.  

1. However, please notice that this command was not rooted in Paul’s culture; rather, the inspired 

reason sprang from the order established by two universal facts: the creation and the fall of man! 

The God-defined roles of men and women are therefore transcendent and apply to all of Adam 

and Eve’s descendants as far as the consequences of Adam and Eve’s sin have spread (Genesis 

3:16, 20).  

2. Furthermore, Paul gave similar instruction to the Corinthians, which he said should apply to the 

“churches” (1 Cor. 14:34) 

 

B. These words of Paul were not suggestions, they were commands.  

1. As we’ve pointed out from above, Paul wasn’t against women – he taught all are one in Christ.  

2. Paul ended Romans 16 by complementing women for their work in the Kingdom of God (Rom. 16:1-

2, 6)  

 

C. What’s behind this trend is the elevation of culture over the authority of the Scriptures 

1. We're moments away. I think the culture is already there. And the church will continue to be even 

more irrelevant when it quotes letters from 2,000 years ago as their best defense," "I think there 

are a lot of people, who as they see culture moving, their response is to dig in deeper, is to, like, 

hold their ground, fight against it," Kristen Bell said. "So I think that there are both things happening. 

There are churches that are moving forward into that area, and there are churches who are almost 

regressing and making it more of a battle." 

2. 2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:3; Acts 17:11; Jude 1:3 all show us the importance/sufficiency of the 

Scripture.  

D. The Hebrew writer stated it best – Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Heb. 13:8) 

 

III. When it comes to the discussion about women in the service of God, what can we share with our friends 

about the role women play today?  

A. It’s unfortunate, the conversation too often turns to prohibitions of what a woman cannot do in the public 

assembly. (1 Cor 14:34). That is a very narrow view of Christian service. 99% of Christian living occurs 

outside of the assembly. 

 

B.  I celebrate Christian women who teach classes, share the gospel, visit the sick, help the needy, nurture the 

downtrodden, and faithfully minister in so many small ways that make a big difference. 

1. Teaching, serving, encouraging, setting the good example, etc.  

 

C. The woman who is praised as a great example is the Proverbs 31 woman  

1.  The mother of Proverbs 31 was not idle or lazy, but she was diligent, hard working.  

a. She rose early to get the work done – v.15 

b. Her lamp does not go out at night – v.18 

c. …does not eat the bread of idleness – v.27 

d. She makes coverings for herself, her clothing is fine linen and purple – v.22 

e. Strength and dignity are her clothing – v.25 – she walks her talk, she lives her beliefs  
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f. This mother is praised as one who “feared the Lord” – v.30 

g. This woman had some creative, and industrious ideas:  

h. She considered and bought a field, plants a vineyard from her earnings – v.16 

i. She puts her hand tot the distaff and spindle – v.19 

j. She makes and sells garments – v.24 

2. It is an industrious, faithful, hard-working woman.  

 

IV. When it comes to answering my friend:  

A. Be understanding 

 

B. Keep to the standard/authority of the Scripture  

 

C. Rather than focusing on what they can do – show the abundance of what they can  

1. Show how God has used women through Scripture  

2. Show the positive light of women in the gospel  

3. Show examples of women in service of God today  

 

D. Use the opportunity to help our friends see that culture doesn’t redefine God’s words – it’s the opposite, 

God’s words help us understand/navigate Scripture  

 


